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Boston University College of Fine Arts, 2014 
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Assistant Professor of Music, Composition and Theory 
ABSTRACT 
Inspired by cosmic forces, this piece is concerned with disruptive gestures 
and the resonance and repercussions that arise in their aftermath. 
In the first half of this single movement work, a simple theme spins out from 
an initial, fortissimo "white key" cluster on the piano, surrounded by subtly 
shifting harmonies and timbres. 
The theme is then fragmented within a "black key" pentatonic harmonic world, 
culminating in a new set of piano clusters, from which emerge a final series 
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Hot Young Stars in a Molecular Cloud 
Performance Notes 
Crescendo from/decrescendo to nothing. 
Flute: 
Tongue pizzicato: Finger a specific pitch and produce a hard "T" with the tongue . 
(The throat must be closed to avoid extra expulsion of air) . 
The pitch should still be audible. 
Whistle tone: Direct a very slow stream of air breaking over the 
far edge of the embouchure hole and allow the pitch to move freely 
through the harmonic series. 
Vibraphone: 
Dead stroke: Hold the mallet on the instrument after the attack . 
Piano : 
Clusters : in this piece, clusters are either all-white key or all black key clusters 
and are notated with square notheads. 
For all clusters, the pedal should be held down until the notes stop sounding. 














Slap tongue: Violently release the tongue, creating a percussive 'slap' as 
the vacuum is opened. The wedge-shaped note head indicates fingering. 
The pitch should still be audible. 
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